S.L. 2005-276 Session Laws - 2005

the county wealth as a percentage of State average wealth by the State average current
expense appropriations per student.)

The funds for the local school administrative units located in whole or in part
in the county shall be allocated to each local school administrative unit located in whole
or in part in the county based on the average daily membership of the county's students
in the school units.

If the funds appropriated for supplemental funding are not adequate to fund
the formula fully, each local school administrative unit shall receive a pro rata share of
the funds appropriated for supplemental funding.

SECTION 7.6.(f) Formula for Distribution of Supplemental Funding
Pursuant to This Section Only. — The formula in this section is solely a basis for
distribution of supplemental funding for low-wealth counties and is not intended to
reflect any measure of the adequacy of the educational program or funding for public
schools. The formula is also not intended to reflect any commitment by the General
Assembly to appropriate any additional supplemental funds for low-wealth counties.

SECTION 7.6.(g) Minimum Effort Required. — Counties that had
effective tax rates in the 1996-1997 fiscal year that were above the State average
effective tax rate but that had effective rates below the State average in the 1997-1998
fiscal year or thereafter shall receive reduced funding under this section. This reduction
in funding shall be determined by subtracting the amount that the county would have
received pursuant to Section 17.1(g) of Chapter 507 of the 1995 Session Laws from the
amount that the county would have received if qualified for full funding and multiplying
the difference by ten percent (10%). This method of calculating reduced funding shall
apply one time only.

This method of calculating reduced funding shall not apply in cases in which
the effective tax rate fell below the statewide average effective tax rate as a result of a
reduction in the actual property tax rate. In these cases, the minimum effort required
shall be calculated in accordance with Section 17.1(g) of Chapter 507 of the 1995
Session Laws.

If the county documents that it has increased the per student appropriation to
the school current expense fund in the current fiscal year, the State Board of Education
shall include this additional per pupil appropriation when calculating minimum effort
pursuant to Section 17.1(g) of Chapter 507 of the 1995 Session Laws.

SECTION 7.6.(h) Nonsupplant Requirement. — A county in which a
local school administrative unit receives funds under this section shall use the funds to
supplement local current expense funds and shall not supplant local current expense
funds. For the 2005-2007 fiscal biennium, the State Board of Education shall not
allocate funds under this section to a county found to have used these funds to supplant
local per student current expense funds. The State Board of Education shall make a
finding that a county has used these funds to supplant local current expense funds in the
prior year, or the year for which the most recent data are available, if:

(1)  The current expense appropriation per student of the county for the
current year is less than ninety-five percent (95%) of the average of the
local current expense appropriations per student for the three prior
fiscal years; and

(2)  The county cannot show: (i) that it has remedied the deficiency in
funding or (i1) that extraordinary circumstances caused the county to
supplant local current expense funds with funds allocated under this
section.
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